THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

A.D. 1622 Govindji Gohel, uncle of the heir to the gadi,
had usurped it on the death of his brother Harbhamji.
The infant Akherajji, the rightful heir, was taken by his
mother to Kachh, in which country he grew to manhood.
Certain supporters of their lawful ruler endeavoured to
oust Govindji, who, to strengthen himself and his cause,
sought aid from Mirza Isa Tar Khan, Fouzdar of Sorath.
As consideration for this aid, in A.D. 1636 the Fouzdar
was given all Govindji's rights in the valuable port
of Gogha, in Gohelwad. Shortly afterwards, however,
Govindji Gohel died, and his son Satarsalji was nominated
to succeed him. Akherajji's supporters now redoubled
their efforts to secure Gohelwad for the lawful ruler, and
succeeded in surprising Satarsalji while asleep, and in
carrying him off. They now induced a Kathi chieftain,
Samat Khuman, to espouse their cause, and with his help
in A.D. 1636 Akherajji succeeded to the position he
should have occupied fourteen years earlier. Shortly
afterwards Noghanji, who had been driven out of his
property at Gariadhar in A.D. 1619 and had not yet
succeeded in reinstating himself, asked Akherajji for aid
in recovering his possessions. This being given, a surprise
attack was made on the Kathis, who were driven out,
and Noghanji came into his own again. Before Akherajji
Gohel died in A.D. 1660 he obtained from the Moghal
Government the " Chouth," or fourth part of the revenue
of the port of Gogha, which his uncle had alienated.

Affairs in Jhalawad now claimed attention. On
Chandrasinhji Jhala's death in A.D. 1628 his second son,
Askaranji (who, it will be remembered, with his brother
Amarsinhji had succeeded in effecting the removal to
Ahmadabad of Prathirajji, eldest son and heir of Chandra-
sinhji), succeeded him. But six years later he was
assassinated by his brother and former co-conspirator,
Amarsinhji, who took his place. But Amarsinhji was not
permitted to rule in peace. Prathirajji's son, Sultanji
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